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About the Austrian Academic Consortium (AAC)  

ÅFounded in 2005 

ÅCoordinates the acquisition, licensing and 
administration of databases and electronic journals and 
books  

Å58 Members: 18 Universities, 8 Private Universities, 18 
Universities of Applied Studies and 14 others 

ÅCurrently over 60 products are administered via the 
consortium  

ÅSince 2014 Open Access is one of its major objectives 

ÅFirst offsetting deal with IOP in 2014  



ÅMandated by FWF and other major funders 

ÅEnabling more Austrian academics to publish on an 
Open Access basis 

ÅAvoiding having to pay for both publication and access 
(double dipping)  

ÅStrong working relationship with IOP, good mutual 
trust  

Why did Austria make its first offsetting 

agreement with IOP?  



ÅIOP long engaged in open access publishing 
-New Journal of Physics launched in 1998 
-Hybrid model since 2011 
-Strong engagement with open access through Steven Hallõs 

participation in Finch group in UK  

ÅIOP already discussing an offsetting pilot with UK 
universities  
-Pilot in UK also launched in 2014, with 22 universities  

ÅFWF and KEMÖ approached IOP 

ÅStrong working relationship between KEMÖ and IOP  
-Good basis for running an experiment together  

Why did IOP make its first offsetting agreement  

with Austria?  



Why did IOP develop an offsetting model?  

ÅResponse to librarians and funders who wanted to 
support gold open access but were concerned about the 
additional costs as first-movers 
-In any transition to a gold open access model there will be 

winners and losers, at local and global levels 

ÅDevelopment of a scalable and sustainable offsetting 
model 
-Offsetting models developed by other publishers at that point, 

e.g. voucher schemes, neither effective nor scalable 


